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This report has been prepared for submission to the Minister, and subsequently each House of Parliament, in accordance with section 175ZG 
of the Electoral Act 1907 (the Act). The purpose of this report is to summarise the operation of Part VI of the Act during the 2020–2021 
financial year. 
 
The Commission concluded its review of fifteen registered political parties in the first half of the 2020–2021 financial year. The review was 
conducted to verify the eligibility of the political parties to remain registered and included nine political party membership audits. The 
outcome of the review confirmed the eligibility of all fifteen political parties to remain registered prior to the State election held on 
13 March 2021.  
 
The 2021 State General Election was held during the 2020–2021 financial year, the effect of which was an increase in political party activity. 
Four political parties were successfully registered prior to the election, bringing the number of registered political parties to nineteen. There 
was a 10% increase in the number of candidates contesting the 2021 State General Election compared to the 2017 State General Election. 
The number of other persons who incurred electoral expenditure and lodged a disclosure return for the 2021 election was less than the 
2017 election; seven compared to twenty in 2017. Election returns, which were not of a nil disclosure, were published on 26 July 2021.  
 
The total reimbursement for electoral expenditure from the 2021 State General Election was $5 million. Seven political parties and two 
Independent candidates were eligible to claim reimbursement, compared to the same number of political parties and five Independent 
candidates that were eligible to claim reimbursement for the 2017 State General Election. Claims for reimbursement were required to be 
lodged by 2 August 2021 and were published on 30 August 2021. 
 
Nineteen registered political parties, as well as four unregistered political parties, lodged annual returns for the 2020–2021 financial year. 
In addition, seven associated entities complied with disclosure requirements by lodging an annual return. Data provided in the annual 
disclosure returns for the 2020–2021 financial year are detailed on the Commission’s website, www.elections.wa.gov.au.     
 

 
Robert Kennedy 

ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER 
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1. Financial disclosures 

1.1 Annual returns by political parties and associated entities   

• $24,570,481.47 in gifts and other income was declared by twenty–three political parties. 

• $2,521,432.00 in gifts and other income was declared by seven associated entities. 

Table 1: Comparison of disclosure returns 

Gifts & other income declared by: 
Financial year 

2020-2021 2019-2020 

Political parties $24,570,481.47 $9,880,324.16 

Associated entities $2,521,432.00 $2,627,035.00 

Under section 175N(5) of the Act, political parties and associated entities are entitled to meet their State disclosure obligations by 

lodging the same return prepared for the Australian Electoral Commission under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (CEA)1, if they 

are obliged to submit a Federal return. Five political parties and six associated entities met their disclosure requirements by submitting 

their Federal return for the 2020–2021 reporting period.  

 

1.2 2021 State General Election disclosures 

The disclosure period for gifts received by political parties, candidates, Legislative Council groups, and other persons that 

participated in the election ended on 12 April 2021. Election returns were required to be lodged by 28 June 2021 and were 

available on the Commission’s website from 26 July 2021. 

• $697,742.65 in gifts was declared by candidates and other persons. 

• Gifts not disclosed by party-endorsed candidates are incorporated into the annual return of the relevant party.  

• $13,586,129.35 in electoral expenditure was declared by political parties, candidates, Legislative Council Groups, and 

other persons. 

 

 

 

 
1 The CEA disclosure threshold for individual donations for 2020–2021 was $14,300, whereas the State threshold was $2,500.  

Summary of disclosures and public funding through the 2020–2021 financial year  
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Table 2: Comparison of gifts declared in State elections 

Type of disclosure 
State General Election 

2021 2017 

Candidates $231,849.30 $420,054.76 

Other persons $465,893.35 $6,208,658.86 

Total $697,742.65 $6,628,713.62 

 

Table 3: Comparison of electoral expenditure in State elections 

Type of disclosure 
State General Election 

2021 2017 

Candidates $559,634.25 $863,014.57 

Political parties $11,958,407.28 $11,317,495.55 

Legislative Council Groups $4,844.52 $0.00 

Other persons $1,063,243.30 $7,040,234.22 

Total $13,586,129.35 $19,220,744.34 

 

1.3 Part VI disclosures 

• Ten political parties updated details for their party agent.  

• Seven political parties changed their party secretary. 

• Four new political parties were registered.  

• Two political parties amended their registered party name and abbreviation, and one political party amended their registered 

abbreviated name.  

• 151 public agencies disclosed to Parliament expenditure of $115,421,268.77 relating to advertising agencies, market research, 

polling, direct mail, and media advertising agencies.  

 

 

Continued…. Summary of disclosures and public funding through the 2020–2021 financial year  
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Table 4: Summary of certain expenditure by public agencies during the 2020–2021 financial year 

Class of expenditure 
Amount of 

expenditure declared 

Advertising agencies $34,345,268.52 

Market research organisations $9,099,870.82 

Polling organisations $154,044.00 

Direct mail organisations $3,440,837.78 

Media advertising organisations $68,381,247.65 

Total expenditure declared (151 agencies) $115,421,268.77 

 

The appendix to this report provides a breakdown by public agency of each class of expenditure. 

 

  

Continued…. Summary of disclosures and public funding through the 2020–2021 financial year   
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2. Public funding 

Eligible political parties, candidates, and Legislative Council groups that participated in the State General Election, held on 13 March 2021, 

could submit a claim for reimbursement of their electoral expenditure by 2 August 2021. Reimbursement of electoral expenditure is 

authorised where a candidate has received more than four percent of the total formal votes. The figure to be reimbursed is the lesser 

amount of electoral expenditure or the amount determined by using the public funding figure ($1.96699) per first preference vote received. 

Two Independent candidates and seven political parties qualified to lodge claims. The last claim was approved on 29 July 2021, and all 

claims were available to be viewed on the Commission’s website from 30 August 2021. 

Table 5: Summary of electoral funding reimbursement at the 2021 State General Election 

Candidate / Party name District / Region 
Number of 

primary votes 
% of valid 

votes 
Amount paid 

ARGYLE, Fiona (Independent) Nedlands 2,883 11.03% $5,634.53 

Australian Christians (WA) 

Albany 
Armadale 
Cannington 
Darling Range 
Thornlie 

1,246 
1,424 
1,092 
1,230 
1,002 

5.36% 
5.75% 
4.65% 
4.64% 
4.25% 

$11,790.14 

Australian Labor Party (Western Australian Branch)   1,714,490 60.15% $3,372,384.69 

National Party of Australia (WA) Inc   96,733 14.36% $190,272.84 

PARKER, Tony (Independent) Cottesloe 2,670 9.91% $5,251.86 

Pauline Hanson's One Nation Mirrabooka 939 4.16% $1,847.00 

Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party (WA) 

Moore 
Murray-Wellington 
Roe 
Warren-Blackwood 
Agricultural Region 

984 
1,149 

982 
1,048 
3,572 

4.47% 
4.59% 
4.80% 
4.16% 
4.17% 

$15,214.67 

The Greens (WA) Inc   189,562 6.65% $372,866.56 

The Liberal Party of Australia (WA Division) Inc   555,176 19.48% $1,092,025.64 

Total $5,067,287.93 

Continued…. Summary of disclosures and public funding through the 2020–2021 financial year   
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Agency 
Advertising 

agencies 

Market 
research 

organisations 

Polling 
organisations 

Direct mail 
organisations 

Media 
advertising 

organisations 
Total 

  ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) 

Agricultural Produce Commission 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Animal Resources Authority 32,113.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 32,113.00 

Aqwest 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 9,527.00 9,527.00 

Art Gallery of Western Australia 0.00 3,000.00 0.00 0.00 59,684.00 62,684.00 

Auditor General, Office of the  0.00 0.00 66,098.00 0.00 36,076.00 102,174.00 

Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, Department of 68,008.59 0.00 0.00 0.00 76,006.56 144,015.15 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 11,212.00 15,600.00 0.00 0.00 50,725.00 77,537.00 

Building and Construction Industry Training Board 87,645.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 17,073.00 104,718.00 

Burswood Park Board 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,278.00 1,278.00 

Busselton Water Corporation 0.00 0.00 0.00 15,314.00 11,581.00 26,895.00 

Central Regional TAFEa 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 244,147.44 244,147.44 

ChemCentre 1,316.00 316.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,632.00 

Child and Adolescent Health Service 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,013.00 3,013.00 

Coal Miners' Welfare Boardb             

Coastal Shipping Commission, Western Australian 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Combat Sports Commission 14,211.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 14,211.00 

Commissioner for Children and Young People 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Communities, Department of  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 984.64 984.64 

Construction Industry Long Service Leave Scheme 2,174.00 0.00 0.00 67,334.00 5,435.00 74,943.00 

Corruption and Crime Commission of Western Australia 21,355.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 21,355.00 

Country Health Service, Western Australia 15,516.17 124,500.00 0.00 0.00 109,830.63 249,846.80 

Country Housing Authority 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Curtin University of Technologya  929,101.00 297,538.00 0.00 0.00 4,416,923.00 5,643,562.00 

Director of Equal Opportunity in Public Employmentb             

Appendix: Summary of expenditure disclosed under section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907  
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Continued…. Summary of expenditure disclosed under section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907   

Agency 
Advertising 

agencies 

Market 
research 

organisations 

Polling 
organisations 

Direct mail 
organisations 

Media 
advertising 

organisations 
Total 

  ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) 

Director of Public Prosecutions, Office of 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Disability Services Commission 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

East Metropolitan Health Service 174.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 174.00 

Economic Regulation Authority 11,603.00 1,204.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 12,807.00 

Edith Cowan Universitya 1,540,632.00 234,000.00 0.00 0.00 3,974,197.00 5,748,829.00 

Education, Department of 364,660.00 38,483.00 0.00 0.00 305,551.00 708,694.00 

Energy Policy WA 4,055.00 0.00 0.00 2,416.00 0.00 6,471.00 

Environmental Protection Authorityb             

Finance, Department of 41,901.00 46,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 87,901.00 

Fire and Emergency Services Superannuation Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Fire and Emergency Services, Department of 3,964.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 686,893.00 690,857.00 

Forest Products Commission 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 12,269.13 12,269.13 

Fremantle Ports 0.00 46,741.00 0.00 1,920.90 60,536.37 109,198.27 

Gaming and Wagering Commission of Western Australia 490.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 490.72 

Gascoyne Development Commission 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Gold Corporation 2,646,581.00 51,000.00 0.00 142,702.00 102,758.00 2,943,041.00 

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission 1,661.76 4,317.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,979.26 

Government Employees Superannuation Board (GESB) 0.00 149,312.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 149,312.00 

Governors Establishmentb             

Great Southern Development Commission 0.00 3,485.00 0.00 0.00 2,136.00 5,621.00 

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office  9,526.56 0.00 0.00 299.97 0.00 9,826.53 

Health Support Services 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,934.00 2,934.00 

Health, Department of 577,843.00 984,866.00 0.00 0.00 2,545,424.00 4,108,133.00 

Healthway 10,570.00 66,407.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 76,977.00 
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Continued…. Summary of expenditure disclosed under section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907   

Agency 
Advertising 

agencies 

Market 
research 

organisations 

Polling 
organisations 

Direct mail 
organisations 

Media 
advertising 

organisations 
Total 

  ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) 

Horizon Power 1,157,204.09 132,636.00 0.00 3,603.86 265,022.54 1,558,466.49 

Housing Authority 50,518.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 667,271.00 717,788.00 

Information Commissioner of Western Australia, Office of the 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Infrastructure Western Australia 1,542.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,542.35 

Inspector of Custodial Services, Office of the 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Insurance Commission of Western Australia 3,893.00 59,760.00 0.00 0.00 291,763.00 355,416.00 

Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, Department of 550,000.00 47,000.00 0.00 0.00 502,000.00 1,099,000.00 

Justice, Department of  203,125.00 33,864.00 0.00 0.00 168,150.00 405,139.00 

Keep Australia Beautiful Council (WA) 70,542.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 70,542.00 

Kimberley Development Commission 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Kimberley Ports Authority 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 13,832.78 13,832.78 

Law Reform Commission of Western Australia 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Legal Aid Commission of Western Australia 1,050.00 0.00 7,936.00 0.00 68,561.00 77,547.00 

Legal Costs Committeeb             

Legal Practice Board of Western Australiab             

Legislative Assembly, Department of 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,479.00 1,479.00 

Legislative Council, Department ofb             

Liquor Commission of Western Australia 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, Department of 5,607.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,607.04 

Local Health Authorities Analytical Committeeb             

Lotterywest 4,055,017.00 532,183.00 0.00 40,311.00 11,546,826.00 16,174,337.00 

Main Roads Western Australia 5,800.00 189,900.00 0.00 7,400.00 187,200.00 390,300.00 

Mental Health Advocacy Service 4,500.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,500.00 

Mental Health Commission 0.00 707,140.00 0.00 0.00 2,666,369.00 3,275,132.00 
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Continued…. Summary of expenditure disclosed under section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907   

Agency 
Advertising 

agencies 

Market 
research 

organisations 

Polling 
organisations 

Direct mail 
organisations 

Media 
advertising 

organisations 
Total 

  ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 0.00 23,501.00 0.00 0.00 2,211.00 25,712.00 

Mid West Development Commission 428.00 4,796.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,224.00 

Mid West Portsb             

Minerals Research Institute of Western Australia 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety, Department of 680,907.00 96,439.00 1,260.00 37,236.00 23,995.00 839,837.00 

Murdoch Universitya 816,046.00 256,790.00 0.00 0.00 3,813,828.00 4,886,664.00 

National Trust of Australia (WA) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

North Metropolitan Health Service 54,576.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 25,877.00 80,453.00 

North Metropolitan TAFEa 28,800.00 0.00 0.00 4,942.00 74,979.00 108,722.00 

North Regional TAFEa 148,554.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 62,840.00 211,394.00 

Ombudsman Western Australia 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,693.00 3,693.00 

Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commissionb          

Parliamentary Services Departmentb             

PathWest 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,756.00 5,756.00 

Peel Development Commission 0.00 3,930.02 0.00 2,948.70 75.32 6,954.04 

Perth Theatre Trust 43,254.25 14,402.98 0.00 3,940.44 14,052.50 75,650.17 

Pharmacy Registration Board of Western Australiab             

Pilbara Development Commission 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Pilbara Ports Authority 0.00 80,520.00 0.00 0.00 140,180.00 220,700.00 

Planning, Lands and Heritage, Department of 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 576,727.00 576,727.00 

Postgraduate Medical Council of Western Australia 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Premier and Cabinet, Department of the 1,005,768.00 123,050.00 0.00 0.00 4,929,491.00 6,058,309.00 

Primary Industries and Regional Development, Department of 29,840.00 0.00 0.00 3,362.00 928,377.00 961,580.00 

Professional Standards Councils 500.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 36.43 536.51 
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Continued…. Summary of expenditure disclosed under section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907   

Agency 
Advertising 

agencies 

Market 
research 

organisations 

Polling 
organisations 

Direct mail 
organisations 

Media 
advertising 

organisations 
Total 

  ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) 

Public Advocate, Office of the 4,171.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,171.26 

Public Education Endowment Trust 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Public Sector Commission 10,442.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 40,206.00 50,648.00 

Public Transport Authority 1,522,889.00 421,148.00 0.00 0.00 215,969.00 2,160,006.00 

Public Trustee 0.00 17,182.00 0.00 0.00 55,596.00 72,778.00 

Quadriplegic Centre 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre Trust 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Racing and Wagering Western Australia 8,884,000.00 307,000.00 0.00 696,000.00 892,000.00 10,779,000.00 

Racing Penalties Appeal Tribunal of Western Australia 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Rottnest Island Authority 78,135.00 90,354.00 0.00 0.00 340,433.00 508,922.00 

Rural Business Development Corporation 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

School Curriculum and Standards Authorityb             

Small Business Development Corporation 160,144.00 20,246.00 0.00 0.00 167,653.00 348,043.00 

South Metropolitan Health Service 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 15,141.00 15,141.00 

South Metropolitan TAFEa 64,292.11 0.00 0.00  3,250.49 26,431.83 93,974.43 

South Regional TAFE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 168,426.00 168,426.00 

South West Development Commission 1,600.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,600.00 

Southern Ports  0.00 0.00 78,750.00 0.00 16,910.14 95,660.14 

State Administrative Tribunalb             

State Coroner for Western Australian, Office of theb             

State Emergency Management Committeeb             

State Library of Western Australia 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,875.32 6,875.32 

State Records Commissionb             

State Training Board 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
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Continued…. Summary of expenditure disclosed under section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907   

Agency 
Advertising 

agencies 

Market 
research 

organisations 

Polling 
organisations 

Direct mail 
organisations 

Media 
advertising 

organisations 
Total 

  ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) 

Swan Bells Foundationb             

Swan River Trustb             

Synergyb             

Tourism Western Australia 536,000.00 959,000.00 0.00 0.00 3,756,000.00 5,251,000.00 

Training Accreditation Council, Office ofb             

Training and Workforce Development, Department of 153,005.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,313,696.00 2,466,701.00 

Transport, Department of 382,917.00 183,537.00 0.00 24,483.00 3,416,901.00 4,007,838.00 

Treasury Corporation, Western Australian 30,190.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 30,190.00 

Treasury, Department of 3,814.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,814.00 

University of Western Australiaa 703,284.00 195,880.00 0.00 45,529.00 3,879,407.00 4,824,100.00 

VenuesWest 393,250.00 49,360.00 0.00 0.00 286,217.00 728,827.00 

Veterinary Surgeons Board 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Waste Authority 209,210.00 233,582.00 0.00 101.00 78,821.00 521,714.00 

Water and Environmental Regulation, Department of 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 393,311.55 393,311.55 

Water Corporation 1,597,469.00 828,090.00 0.00 0.00 2,312,050.00 4,737,609.00 

Western Australian Building Management Authorityb             

Western Australian Electoral Commission 40,457.00 2,153.25 0.00 1,974,904.42 1,819,007.05 3,836,521.72 

Western Australian Energy Disputes Arbitrator 0.00 313.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 313.00 

Western Australian Greyhound Racing Association 146,379.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 146,379.00 

WA Industrial Relations Commission, Chief Commissioner of theb             

WA Industrial Relations Commission, Department of the Registrar 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 16,795.00 16,795.00 

Western Australian Land Information Authority [Landgate] 30,782.00 85,148.00 0.00 0.00 84,047.00 199,978.00 

Western Australian Meat Industry Authority 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Western Australian Museum 0.00 94,594.00 0.00 0.00 363,929.00 458,523.00 
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Continued…. Summary of expenditure disclosed under section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907   

Agency 
Advertising 

agencies 

Market 
research 

organisations 

Polling 
organisations 

Direct mail 
organisations 

Media 
advertising 

organisations 
Total 

  ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) 

Western Australian Police Force 2,466,262.54 517,956.87 0.00 0.00 6,373,348.44 9,357,567.85 

Western Australian Regional Development Trustb             

Western Australian Reproductive Technology Councilb             

Western Power 1,578,337.00 662,727.00 0.00 350,743.00 1,412,089.00 4,003,896.00 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 0.00 1,168.20 0.00 0.00 1,742.98 2,911.18 

WorkCover Western Australia 2,515.00 0.00 0.00 653.00 129.00 3,297.00 

Zoological Parks Authority 31,938.00 57,750.00 0.00 11,443.00 212,540.00 313,671.00 

Total 34,345,268.52 9,099,870.82 154,044.00 3,440,837.78 68,381,247.65 115,322,893.77c 

Note: The figures above have been reported as stated by agencies in their annual report. 
a Report was for the 2021 calendar year. 
b Did not report on section 175ZE of the Act. 
c Three agencies have provided figures for their total expenditure that did not equal the sum of the classes of they disclosed. In some cases this is due to rounding 

by the agency. This figure is the sum of the total expenditure as stated by the agencies. The total expenditure declared, recorded in Table 4 of the report, is the 
total of the figures provided for expenditure relating to advertising agencies, market research, polling, direct mail and media advertising organisations.  
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